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As dawn streaked the eastern sky, the barkentine REGINA MARIS lay hove-to a few 
miles outside the channel at Christiansted Harbor on the island of St. Croix. 
Inshore, a narrow channel wound between numerous coral heads and into a small 
harbor restricted to vessels much smaller than REGINA. Once inside, REGINA took 
up all the available dock space. Over one hundred small yachts were moored in the 
shallows of the turquoise lagoon. Ashore, the old Danish settlement of Christian- 
sted was notable for its sidewalks and arches of brick, cobbled streets, and buil- 
dings made of quarried stone. 


Two days later, the professors and students from Suffolk University all arrived 

on the same plane. Unfortunately, half their baggage did not come with them. Pale 
from the northern winter and blushing from the heat, they scon changed into their 
tropical clothing. Anxieties were soothed by a bowl of punch and a 'welcome-aboard" 
dinner. The next day, our departure was delayed as Suffolk's staff and larger students 
mounted a counterattack on the baggage department at "Prinair.'' The tactics of the 
confrontation and subsequent negotiations were discussed over orange juice and eggs 

at breakfast. Meanwhile, everyone had an unexpected chance to have a look around the 
old town and swim and windsurf from the ship. By midday the mission ashore was com- 
pleted successfully. With crew and gear all accounted for, we set sail after lunch 
for the island of St. John, 35 miles to the north. On this afternoon sail across a 
tranquil sea we practiced fire and boat drill on deck. The REGINA MARIS first-day 
book was read and discussed with emphasis on specific points. Dr. Perran Ross, our 
chief scientist, gave a delightful and informative lecture on the effective techniques 
required for use of the Marine Toilet--as the rule goes, "he who plugs it, cleans it 
and repairs it." We arrived in Hurricane Hole at sunset and made ready for the next 
day's field work. 


As scientific gear was set up and field experiments begun, it became apparent that 

this was a lively and an enthusiastic group. Coming from northern climes, the Suf- 
folk group had to take special precautions to avoid sunburn the first few days. 

Besides the usual sunscreen lotions, they sported colorful tropical shirts and snorkel- 
ing wear, lending a carnival-like atmosphere to the proceedings. Midway through the 
week we took the evening off to attend the open-air movie at Red Beard's Pub. At 
week's end Dr. Peter Burn reported that data collections were coming along well. 
Janet's avowed goal of getting the perfect tan was within sight, and so was Beth's 
recovery from a touch of sunburn. John wants to return as a crewman this summer, 

and Martin had learned how to smoke on deck without annoying the captain. 


We set sail early Saturday morning in order to have a day to visit the port of 
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas. REGINA entered the harbor under sail in company 

with the New York schooner RACHEL § EBENEEZER. Water balloons and cannon blasts 
were exchanged to the delight of both crews. After duty-free shopping and visits 

to the teeming night spots, the mood of celebration was dissipated. Another pre- 
dawn departure sent us on our way to the Culebra Island group off the eastern end 
of Puerto Rico. By late morning, we had anchored in a bight on the lee side of Cayo 
de Luis Pena. The scene was enchanting, with surf thundering on deserted white-sand 
beaches and white birds fluttering through the lush tropical greenery. Fanned by 

a warm trade wind, the sweet smell of the island wafted out to us as REGINA rocked 
gently underfoot. We passed the afternoon snorkeling on the reef, building sand 
castles on the beach, and exploring the island. It was with a sense of fulfillment 
that we sailed into the sunset after enjoying our last supper together (turkey and 
beer). This was the last leg of our passage to San Juan. Everyone enjoyed the Suf- 
folk University group, and we are looking forward to next year's cruise with them. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EVAN LOGAN, Master 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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"Hello all stations, hello all stations, this is r/v REGINA MARIS," to paraphrase 
the greeting with which the Coast Guard opens each of its regular weather broad- 

casts--the broadcasts we listen to every morning at 6 a.m. It is a pleasure for 

the Nichols family to be back aboard for this, our third annual 14-day cruise for 
visiting whale scientists and other special friends. 


This week, the first of the cruise, has been especially busy. Our ship's company 
has included four distinguished folk from the Dominican Republic: two marine biolo- 
gists from the University of Santo Domingo and two from Santo Domingo's major TV 
station--Freddy Beras, anchorman for a six-hour television extravaganza which is the 
Dominican Republic's best-known and most popular television show, together with his 
cameraman Ernesto. Freddy, as nice as he is enormous, is as well-known in the D.R. 
as Cronkite is in the U.S. To round out the distinguished guest roster, Alvaro Ugalde, 
Director of the National Parks in Costa Rica and one of 1983's two recipients of the 
Getty Prize for conservation, came aboard with Michael Wright, Vice-President of the 
World Wildlife Fund--U.S., an old and very good friend of the Society. Finally, 
Martin Saunders, wildlife photographer par excellence from the B.B.C. Natural His- 
tory Unit in Bristol, England, is with us again to get the last footage to complete 
a show about REGINA and her work which will be a part of a new series his unit is 
preparing for airing next year. Besides all these, we have a fine group of eleven 
friends and members who are out to help us with our work and see the whales. 


"The bigger scene'' behind all this activity is a project that Michael Wright, Ken 
Balcomb, and I have been working on for some time--to get the Dominican Republic to 
declare Silver Bank a sanctuary for humpbacks, at least for the winter months that 
they are here. Were they to do this--the bank is within their 200-mile zone--it 
would be the first whale sanctuary in the North Atlantic. The problem is that most 
Dominicans are unaware of the bank and its winter whales. Those that know of it at 
all think of it as an important source of food fish. However, the fishing could con- 
tinue in a sanctuary as long as fixed fish-nets in which whales might become entangled 
were not used. 


In any case, we really showed off the bank to 
our friends. Despite windy weather, we showed 
them lots of whales, including several new freee 
calves, in the three days they were with us. 
The cruise was capped by a fine sail back to 
Puerto Plata, starting with a chance for both 
cameramen to take footage of sails being set : 
and REGINA bowling along in the tropical sun- : ee a 
shine. If Freddy's reception by the folk of FEW, "nico 
Puerto Plata when we docked is any measure of 

the impact of his program, and if he actually 
pushed the sanctuary idea on his show this past 
Sunday, the whole idea should get voted into 
reality on the basis of popular acclaim! 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


Now we are out on the bank, where there is much 
less wind now. Our guests are all gone except onan. 
Martin. We are hard at work photographing oe 
flukes and trying to record clear single songs. 

It is a wonderful feeling to be back aboard 
again as we begin our seventh season on 
Silver Bank. 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr., M.D., Master Map showing ship's position on Silver 
ORV REGINA MARIS Bank and her track from Puerto Plata. 
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